ANNOUNCEMENT

ON PREQUALIFICATION PROCEDURE
The current text of the announcement is confirmed by Decision N 1 dated March 28, 2024 of the open tender estimating committee and is published according to the Article 24 of the RA Law “On Procurement”.

The procedure code is  ՀՀ ՋԿ-ՀԲՄԽԾՁԲ-24/1
I. THE DESCRIPTION OF THE PROCUREMENT OBJECT 
1. The client, the Water Committee of RA MTAI, located in 13a, Vardanants street, Yerevan, announces prequalification procedure for the purpose of holding an urgent open tender to acquire consulting services. The consulting services consist of 4 (four) lots:
The subject of the given Procurement is the acquisition of consulting services for preparation of Resettlement Action Plans (RAPs) for the Astghadzor, Yelpin, Kasakh, Lichk Reservoirs Construction and RAPs Implementation (hereinafter referred to as ‘’the Services’’) for the needs of the Water Committee, which are grouped in 4 Lots.

	Lot numbers
	Lot Name

	1
	Consulting services for preparation of Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) and RAP Implementation for the Astghadzor Reservoir construction in Gegharkunik region, RA.

	2
	Consulting services for preparation of Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) and RAP Implementation for the Yelpin Reservoir construction in Vayots Dzor region, RA.

	3
	Consulting services for preparation of Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) and RAP Implementation for the Lichk Reservoir construction in Syunik region, RA.

	4
	Consulting services for preparation of Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) and RAP Implementation for the Kasakh Reservoir construction in Armavir region, RA.


The Terms of Reference is attached.
II. TERMS FOR PARTICIPATION IN PROCEDURE 
1. According to the Article 7 of the RA Law “On Procurement”, any person or entity, irrespective of being a foreigner, a foreign entity or a stateless person, has the equal right to participate in the prequalification procedure
2. The pre-qualification application comprises the following items endorsed by the participant:

1) A written application expressing interest in participating in the pre-qualification process.
2) A written declaration, approved by the participant, attesting to the alignment of their data with the qualification criteria specified in the pre-qualification statement.

3. The participant wishing to participate in prequalification procedure must satisfy the compliance with qualification criteria as defined in Article 6, paragraph 3, points 1, 2 and 5 of the RA Law “0n Procurement”. 
At the same time, the participant must possess the necessary qualifications to fulfill the obligations outlined in the prospective contract, including

1) Alignment of their professional activities with those specified in the contract.

2) Relevant professional experience.

3) Adequate labor resources.

1. The criterion regarding the "Alignment of professional activity with the activity specified in the contract" is assessed based on the provision of similar services. Additionally, experience in developing and implementing Resettlement Action Plans (RAPs) following international standards is considered similar. In particular, experience in developing RAPs in accordance with EBRD PR5 will be regarded as advantageous.
2. "Professional experience" qualification criterion

Provided to the participant is the following:

a. The participant must demonstrate at least 1 (one) instance of involvement in developing and executing an RAP report in accordance with international standards within the past 5 (five) years. Particularly advantageous is experience in developing RAPs compliant with EBRD PR5 guidelines.

To substantiate compliance with the requirement outlined in section a) of this subsection, upon inclusion in the pre-qualification list, the participant, if participating in the tender, must, in the manner and within the specified timeframe indicated in the procedure invitation with the designated code, submit documents validating the qualification stipulated in the tender invitation. These documents include copies of previously executed contracts or agreements alongside the application for tender participation. Furthermore, to assess the satisfactory completion of said contracts or agreements, a copy of the relevant document, such as a handover-acceptance record, endorsed by the involved parties, confirming contract fulfillment within the designated timeframe, or a written certification from the party acknowledging contract fulfillment, is to be provided.

3. "Labor resources" qualification criterion:

Key Experts

1. The team leader: Resettlement Expert with at least 5year work experience in RAP preparation in line with IFI standards, in particular EBRD PR5and satisfactory knowledge of English, 

2. Social Specialist with at least 5-year work experience in social impact assessment and engagement in at least 3 RAP preparation in line with IFI standards, in particular EBRD PR5.
3. Lawyer with at least 5-year work experience and engagement in at least 3 RAP preparations.

Non-Key Experts

1. A licensed Measurement specialist with a minimum of three years of experience in participating in RAP preparation.

2. A licensed Evaluation specialist with a minimum of three years of experience in participating in RAP preparation.

3. Agronomist with prior engagement in at least one RAP preparation.

To validate adherence to the requirement outlined in this section, once included in the pre-qualification list, the participant, if participating in the tender, must, within the specified timeframe and procedure outlined in the invitation with the designated code, submit written consents from the specialists intended for inclusion in the designated team, affirming their willingness to engage in the forthcoming tasks, copies of the specialists' passports and qualification certificates, Resumes (CVs) of the specialists, details regarding the nominated staff in the prescribed format
4. Participants can participate in the prequalification procedure in joint operation activity (consortium).

In that case: 

1) the prequalification bid also includes a contract of joint activity,

2) when evaluating the prequalification bid, the common qualification of all members of the joint activity contract, shall be taken into account (the qualification of each member of the contract of joint activity shall correspond with the qualification requirements set forth in this invitation by that member),

3) the participants shal bear joint and coherent liability,

4) the party (ies) of the joint activity contract cannot submit separate bid (s) to the same procedure,

5) if the consortium member leaves the consortium, the contract between the consortium and the client is concluded unilaterally and the consortium members shall be liable for the sanctions envisaged by the contract. 
III. FORM OF GETTING CLARIFICATION AND MAKING CHANGE TO AN ANNOUNCEMENT 

5. The Participant has the right to request from the committee, at least 5 calendar day before the deadline of submission of the prequalification announcement, to clarify the prequalification announcement. The committee shall provide the clarification to the participant who made the request within the next working 2 days of the date of receiving the request. If information is provided by any participant, the client is responsible for ensuring that such information is accessible to all potential participants.
The participant shall submit the request referred to in this clause by sending an email to the Secretary of the Committee. 
The request clarification is sent from the email address of the Secretary of the Committee defined by this invitation to an e-mail address of the participant from which the inquiry is received:

6. The announcement on the content of the inquiry and clarification shall be published in the bulletin on the day the clarification is provided without indicating the data of the participant. 

7. An explanation shall not be provided if the request has been made in breach of the time limit set out in this section, as well as if the request is beyond the scope of this announcement. In addition, the participant shall be notified in writing of the reasons of not being provided with the clarification within one calendar day following the day the request was received. 
8. Changes to this announcement may be made at least two calendar days before the deadline for submission of bids. On the first working day following the date of making change, the secretary of the Commitee publishes the announcement of the change in the bulletin.  

9. In case of changes in the prequalification announcement, the deadline for submitting prequalification bids shall be calculated from the date of publication of the announcement of modification in the bulletin.  


IV.  THE PROCEDURE FOR SUBMISSION OF PRE-QUALIFICATION BID 
10. In order to participate in this procedure, the participant shall submit a bid to the committee.  
11. The participant may submit the prequalification bid to the commission by: 
1) electronic form by sending the secretary of the Committee to the e-mail stipulated by this announcement.

The pre-qualification bid can be electronically submitted by sending an email to the secretary of the evaluation committee at the email address provided in this announcement: anna.sargsyan@scws.am.

2) in paper form (with accompanying letter) in a sealed, glued envelope. The following is mentioned on the envelope in the language of making prequalification bid.  

a. The name of the client and the place (address) for the bid submission.

b. procedure code.

c. the words "Don’t open until the application opening".

d. name, location and telephone number of the participant.
12. Procedure bids must be submitted to the Commission no later than 16:00, 09.04.2024 following the date of publication of this notice in the Bulletin. 

Prequalification applications in paper form must be submitted to the Commission before the deadline prescribed in this paragraph by  the following address: Yerevan, Water Committee of RA MTAI, 13a, Vardanants street, room N 201
13. After receiving prequalification bids in paper form they are being recorded in the register by the secretary of the Commmittee.

The applications are registered by the secretary in the register, in the sequence of their receipt, by specifying the registration number, date and time in the registry. By the request of the participant, a reference shall be given. Bids submitted after the submission deadline are not being registered in the registry and are returned by the secretary within two working days.
14. The Participant shall submit the following with the prequalification bid: 
1) a written application for participating in the prequalification procedure approved by him in accordance with Appendix N 1, 

2) an announcement confirming its compliance with the qualification criteria requirements set forth in this annoouncement, in accordance with Appendix 2 and Appendix 3.
  3) a copy of the joint activity contract if the participants participate in this procedure in a joint activity (consortium).

15. If the Participant submits a prequalification bid:

1) In paper form, all documents included in the bid, besides the document provided for in subcause 3, clause 14 of this announcement, shall be presented in the original and three copies. The words "original" and "copy" are written on the package of documents. Instead of the original documents, copies of their notarized copies can be submitted.
2) in electronic form, scanned versions of original documents are submitted.
16. Prequalification bids, besides Armenian, can also be submitted in English or Russian. 

17. The envelope and the documents drawn up by the participant provided by this announcement shall be signed by the person who submitted it or his/her authorized representative (hereinafter “the Agent”). If an agent submits a prequalification bid, the application shall be accompanied by a document on his/her competence. In case of expediency the participant can submit the required information in other ways other than those proposed by this announcement, maintaining required requirements. 
V.  OPENING, EVALUATION AND SUMMARIZING OF PREQUALIFICATION BID 

18. Opening, evaluation and summarizing the results of prequalification bids will be on April 9, 2024 at  16:00, address: 13a, Vardanants street, Yerevan, meeting hall.  
Moreover, Bid evaluation is carried out within three business days after the deadline for submission of bids.
19. Opening and assessment session of pre-qualification applications:

1) The committee secretary presents an overview of entries recorded in the register and then transfers both the register of applications and associated documents, including registered and/or electronically submitted applications, to the commission chair.
2) Upon receipt of the aforementioned documents by the chair:

a. The commission evaluates the adherence to the prescribed procedure for submitting and sealing bid envelopes, followed by the opening and assessment of the respective bids.

b. The commission verifies the presence and appropriateness of the required documents within each opened envelope, as well as the compliance of electronically submitted documents with the validity conditions outlined in this statement.
20. Bids that meet the conditions set out in this announcement are considered satisfactory. Otherwise, prequalification applications will be assessed as inadequate and rejected. 

In case of non-compliance with the requirements of this announcement, during the prequalification bid opening of the session the Committee shall delay the session for one working day and the secretary of the committee informs the participant on the same day electronically, proposing to correct the non-compliance before the end of the suspension of the session. In addition, as mentioned in this clause:
1) The recorded inconsistencies are described mandatory and detailed in recommendation.

2) The suggestion is sent to the participant’s e-mail indicated in the bid by the e-mail address of the secretary mentioned in this announcement.  

21. If the participant corrects the recorded inconsistencies within the period specified in clause 20 of this announcement, his/her bid shall be assessed as inadequate and rejected. The Participant submits the corrected documents to the e-mail address specified in the bid by submitting to the e-mail address provided by this invitation.

22. A member of the Committee or a secretary cannot participate in the Committee's activities if during the opening of the prequalification bid session it turns out that the organization having been founded by them or having their share (share) or their related relative or parent (parent, spouse, child, brother, sister, as well as the parent, child, brother or sister of the spouse) or an organization having been founded or owned by that person (share) has submitted a bid for participation in the given procedure. If condition provided by this clause exists, immediately after the opening of the prequalification bid, a committee member or secretary who has a conflict of interest with regard to this procedure shall recuse himself/herself from the procedure. 

23. Minutes on the opening, evaluation and summary of the results are drawn up, and the list of prequalified participants is confirmed. The Secretary of the Committee on following working day of the end of the bid session does the following:
1) publishes the scanned versions of the original of the committee's statements on the absence of a conflict of interest signed by him/her or the members of the opening of the bids in the bulletin.

2) notifies the bidders that have not been evaluated in accordance with the conditions set out in this announcement about the grounds for rejecting the prequalification bids.
24. Prequalified bidders are eligible to participate in the open urgent  bidding process for consulting services, which together with the protocol drawn up by the evaluating committee on summarizing the outcomes of the prequalification procedure, the invitation is also electronically provided.
You can contact the secretary of the committee Anna Sargsyan for more information on this announcement.                                                       
Telephone: (+374) 540229,
Email: anna.sargsyan@scws.am
Client: Water Committee of RA MTAI
If there is a chance of divergent interpretations between materials published in Russian and English, the Armenian text is considered the primary reference.
Annex  N 1

to the announcement of pre-qualification procedure 

of the open tender by code ՀՀ ՋԿ-ՀԲՄԽԾՁԲ-24/1
Application
For participating in pre-qualification procedure 
                                                             

        informs that he/she is willing to participate to the 
                           participant’s name 
Lot 1, 2, ….. pre-qualification procedure of the open urgent tender by code ՀՀ ՋԿ -ՀԲՄԽԾՁԲ-24/1 and submits an application in accordance with the requirements of the prequalification procedure and the requirements of the prequalification announcement..
                                                 -the email address is` 




.
participant’s name                                                                                                                            email address
    ___________________________________________________ 
                _____________



participant’s name (title, name, surname of the head)                                                                                                    signature
Performer

 

Annex  N 2

to the announcement of pre-qualification procedure 
of the open tender by code ՀՀ ՋԿ-ՀԲՄԽԾՁԲ-24/1
ANNOUNCEMENT
On compliance with qualification criterion “Compliance of professional activities with 

activities provided for by the contract” 







         announces and certifies that he/she has provided
participant’s name 
the following services during the year and the five preceding years of the bid submission. 
	Properly executed contracts for the year and the five years preceding the bid submission for prequalification 

	N
	Subject
	Data of the contracting authority and to contact him/her 

	Year............ 

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	...
	
	

	Year............ 

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	...
	
	

	Year............ 

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	...
	
	


    ___________________________________________________ 
                _____________



participant’s name (title, name, surname of the head)                                                                                                    signature
Performer

Annex  N 3
to the announcement of pre-qualification procedure 

of the open tender by code ՀՀ ՋԿ-ՀԲՄԽԾՁԲ-24/1  
Declaration 

on compliance with "Professional experience", "Labor resources" qualification criterion

Herewith, 





         announces and certifies that he/she 
participant’s name 
1) confirms compliance with the eligibility requirements and qualification criteria outlined in the pre-qualification announcement for the urgent open tender by code ՀՀ ՋԿ-ՀԲՄԽԾՁԲ-24/1. The participant further agrees to provide the necessary documentation validating the qualifications as per the tender invitation, within the specified timeframe and procedure upon inclusion in the pre-qualification list. 
    ___________________________________________________ 
                _____________



participant’s name (title, name, surname of the head)                                                                                                    signature
Performer
 

